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Dr. Seuss and
Cancel Culture

Introduction

One of the most essential parts of being an activist is being aware of the current events
happening in the area around you. After all, you can’t take action if you don’t know
what’s happening. In addition, you need to be able to formulate an opinion after
identifying the event, and be able to confidently state that opinion. This module is the
first of four modules tackling the current events happening in our country, and how
you can be a part of tackling them.

Objectives
1.

Students will be able to understand current events and types of activism associated
with them
2. Students will be able to build and develop their public speaking skills and abilities

Courageous Conversation Rules

The Four Agreements of Courageous Conversation are to stay engaged, expect to experience
discomfort, speak your truth, and expect and accept a lack of closure- provide a roadmap for
negotiating interracial conflict.

Agenda
1.

Current Event

2. Activism
3. Public Speaking

Content
Current Event: Dr. Seuss & Cancel Culture
Purpose:
To understand Dr. Seuss and cancel culture and its implications.
Sources:
1.

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/04/books/dr-seuss-books.html

2. https://www.wellandgood.com/cancel-culture-examples/
3. https://time.com/5681605/justin-trudeau-blackface-more-photos/

4. https://www.capebretonpost.com/federal-election/poll-canadians-cut-trudeauslack-on-blackface-355721/
5.
Lecture Notes:
-

The Dr. Seuss estate recently stopped selling 6 of Dr. Seuss’s books due to racist
depictions and crude stereotyping. Many conservative media outlets framed this event
as an act of “cancel culture” while liberal media outlets presented it as a culturally
sensitive updating of his work. Despite the stopping of publishing and selling, the estate
saw surges in sales of some the most classic and well known Dr. Seuss books.

-

This was not the only instance in which Dr. Seuss has shown racist tones in his
illustrations. Many of his wartime political cartoons echoed these bigotted stereotypes.
Some scholars have also pointed out the anti-Semetic and Islamaphobic messages in
his comics prior to and during his time as a children’s book author.

-

Katie Ishizuka and Ramón Stephens, two authors, have come forward saying that
“minimizing, erasing or not acknowledging Seuss’ racial transgressions across his entire
publishing career deny the very real historical impact they had on people of color and
the way that they continue to influence culture, education, and children’s views of
people of color.”

-

Cancel culture
-

“A collective attempt at ruining the reputation and livelihood of an individual or
organization in response to a problematic or harmful action or opinion.”

-

This rarely works in an effective, meaningful, healthy, or lasting way

-

If it does, then it is usually individuals that bear the brunt of it and not larger
institutions, organizations, or systems.

-

Politicians have legitimate power but influencers don’t have solid positions of
power

Doc with images of Dr. Seuss images considered racially insensitive:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ciTLYYc2xuCEX2Wt4gxmwnjlHxDlrJuGqjhhKaBfX0/edit?usp=sharing
-

These images are considered racially insensitive because they are depictions of antiBlack imagery and dehumanizing caricatures that perpetuated negative stereotypes of
Black people
Ex. image of caricature, the Original Jim Crow:

Discussion Questions:
1.

Is it worth spending time discussing and investing energy/resources into these topics
or are they just distracting us from “larger” issues?

2. What are the pros and cons of cancel culture? What does a call to cancel achieve?
3. Is “cancel culture” an effective way of deplatforming and holding
individuals/collectives accountable for their actions? If not, is there a more effective
alternative to “cancel culture”?
4. What warrants culture? When does “cancelling” something go from an act of
upholding values to being petty, if at all?

Social Media and Influencers
Purpose:
To introduce students to the effects of cancel culture on social media and its
influencers.
Materials: None
Lecture Notes:
- The Cancelled
- Creators such as Tana Mongeau, Jefree Star, Trisha Paytas, and James Charles
have been called out for racism, using slurs, etc. but are still popular figures on
their platforms despite being known for “having many scandals and being
problematic”.
- Shane Dawson Cancellation (most permanent)
- Blackface/Racism
- This is a more serious topic so please warn your classes before
discussing the Shane Dawson Cancellation.
- (0:17-1:00) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V7rdPrOt6kI
- Dawson has a long history of racism, he cosplayed characters
named “snooki” and “randy” and showcased racial stereotypes

-

using these characters including the use of AAVE (African
American Vernacular English) in offensive and disrespectful
ways.
- He did blackface for multiple skits, said the n-word, and also
made jokes about victims of police brutality around the time of
the June BLM protests.
- Pedophelia
- Made controversial and pedophilic comments about Willow
Smith
- INCLUDE THESE IF YOU KNOW YOUR CLASS CAN
HANDLE IT
- Shane Dawson made a skit out of being attracted to
Willow Smith and he mimicked *masturbating* to a
poster of her.
- Beastiality
- Videos surfaced of Shane making out with his dogs
“I laid the cat down on her back and then I moved her little
chicken legs… you know, spread open or whatever and I was like
if I just cum but on her tummy, that’s not weird and whatever<
but then I humped and I humped and I humped and I kept going
and I came all over the cat”
The combination of all of these factors, despite some of them being in several
years in the past, led to the “exposing” and cancelling of Shane Dawson. He has
since only posted one video titled “Taking Accountability” on June 26th, 2020
and removed much of his previous content. Other than a few posts on
Instagram and Twitter, Shane Dawson has no longer had a social media
presence.

- Responses
- Apology videos
- After controversy and cancellation, influencers make apology videos to
address the situation.
- First 5 min - explains common traits in apology videos that show
fakeness, for the views
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G8U6nfFdY6I
- With the mass amount of creators being cancelled and creating a similar
type of apology videos, these videos are usually not received well by
viewers as they do not seem authentic on the creator’s end.
Facilitator Notes: These are very sensitive topics, please be mindful of your students
and discussion boundaries, etc.
Discussion Questions:
1.

Why do certain creators get permanently cancelled while others who are
known as being “problematic” don’t?

2. Does cancel culture normalize/desensitize issues such as using slurs, having
sexual assault allegations, etc.?
3. Do influencers abuse “cancel culture” and purposefully take advantage of it?
What, if any, are the benefits of “cancel culture” to influencers?
4. Are the apologies real or just to save themselves? Do influencers take steps to
better themselves or is it all for show?

Cancel Culture in Politics
Purpose: To introduce students to the role of canceled culture in politics compared to social
media.
Sources:
1.

https://time.com/5681605/justin-trudeau-blackface-more-photos/

Lecture Notes:
-

Politicians in general
- Biden vs Trump vs Obama
- Some politicians are more immune than others
- Trump had many situations in which he could have been cancelled,
sexual assault being one of the more talked about topics (facilitator note:
try to phrase this in a way where students understand that sexual assault
and harrasment is never okay and that Trump should not have been let
off the hook)
- Similarly, Biden had some sexual assault and harassment allegations
against him that shed light during the 2020 Presidential Election
campaigns.
- More points under the Justin Trudeau example below

Discussion Questions:
1.

Can politicians be canceled? Why or why not?
a. Are they immune? Do we make them immune?
2. Does cancel culture promote polarization?
3. Should politicians be held accountable for their (potential) problematic actions from
their past (i.e., multiple decades ago)?
4. The media puts emphasis on “everyday” activities (i.e. marital affairs, golfing trips, etc)
instead of problematic incidents, allegations, or even new policies. Why do you think
that is?
a. Example: Justin Trudeau and Blackface/Brownface; excused by Canadians, not
widely known
i.

https://time.com/5681605/justin-trudeau-blackface-more-photos/

ii.

https://www.capebretonpost.com/federal-election/poll-canadians-cuttrudeau-slack-on-blackface-355721/

iii.

Compare this to the Shane Dawson case. How are they different?

iv.

Are people picking and choosing who to cancel?

v.

Do cultural differences between Canada and the U.S. affect the response
to these cases? If yes, how?

5. Politicians have their personal and professional lives separate, but influencers have
them intertwined. How does this affect cancel culture and the parts of people’s lives

that are highlighted by it?

Activities (Supplemental)
Discussion
Purpose:
To allow students to build on their public speaking abilities in a fun and
interactive way
Materials: Current Event, Online Wheel with all of the students names on the wheel.
Directions: Spin the online wheel with the names of the students on them. Whoever
the wheel lands on needs to speak on the event and their opinion on where activism
should go. Give them a 2 minute requirement and urge them to take up all two
minutes.
Facilitator Notes: Use any set of discussion questions in the module for this portion.
Discussion Questions: (Facilitator Discretion)

